


Minutes of Coldridge Parish Council Meeting 20.30 on Thursday May 15th  2025 
Present:  Councillors John Smith, Marion Born, John Quick, Chris Burrows, Andrew Green, Malcolm Bedford, Ivan Kriznik
Clerk Keyth Richardson 
DCC Councillor Steve Keable
Apologies: none

Open Forum 16 members of the public attended.
The following points were raised.
1. C&R construction had not displayed their planning application correctly, so the time for comments to be sent in has been extended
2. Some footpaths and bridleways are not easily passable. The parishioner was advised to meet up with the clerk to help identify these on the Definitive Map and to decide on the action to  take, including a quiet word with the landowner. The Tarka Way seems to be ok, it is others which are not
3. Cars parked in the layby on the north side of Frogbury Cross, where the phone box was, block the sightline to the east. 
4. Concern was raised about ditches being overgrown and being a possible danger to vehicles. It was suggested that maker posts might help improve the situation. DCC is not cutting vegetation which blocks sightlines promptly leading to dangerous situations. This can be reported on the DCC website, but there is no surety that any action will be taken. 
5. Concern was raised about the size of vehicles using the roads in the parish, and could a weight restriction be imposed? It was explained that all the vehicles using the roads are doing so legally. 
6. It was suggested the Parish Council arrange for a surgery be held with DCC Officers and DCC Councillor Steve Keable. (See below minute 2025/6-14)

	2025/6-1
	Welcome by Chairman
	Andrew Green welcomed all to the meeting 

	2025/6-2
	Recording of meetings
	no-one was recording the meeting

	2025/6-3
	Apologies 
	No apologies had been received 

	2025/6-4
	Declarations of interest
	none

	2025/6-5
	Election of Chair and Vice Chair
	Andrew Green was proposed as Chair by Marion Born, seconded by John Smith. There being no other nominations Andrew Green was elected unanimously
John Smith  was proposed as Vice-Chair by John Quick  seconded by Ivan Kriznik. There being no other nominations John Smith was elected unanimously.

	2025/6-6
	To approve the minutes of the last meeting,
	The minutes of the meeting on March 20th  2025 were approved and signed.

	2025/6-7
	Matter arising 
	Clerk to arrange a training session with Jay’s Aim. Clerk is waiting for response . will chase up.

	2025/6-8
	To agree and sign the Certificate of Exemption as part of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return [AGAR] 2024/5

	Agreed unanimously

	2025/6-9
	To agree and sign the Annual Governance Statement for 2024/5 

	Agreed unanimously

	2025/6-10
	To agree and sign the Accounting Statements of the Annual Return for 2024/5
	Agreed unanimously

	2025/6-11
	To select up to two representatives for the Village Hall Committee 

	Chris Burrows and Keyth Richardson were selected, there being no other nominations

	2025/6-12
	Clerks progress report
	Nothing to report. He gave out copies of DALC training opportunities

	2025/6-13
	Finance
	The following payment were agreed.  Proposed by Malcolm Bedford, seconded by John Smith

a. Clerk’s wages £344.85
b. Tax on Clerks wages £86.00
c. Clerk’s expenses £nil
d. DALC payment of £156.40  
e. Zurich Insurance £277.00
f. Coldridge Village Hall £24.00
g. Expenses for the VE Celebration ( pasties) £108.50

Note donations to Royal British Legion for pasties on the VE Day 80th event raised £240 


	2025/6-14
	Highways
	On the topic of highways some odd potholes have been mended and some warning signs put up. The current system of reporting to DCC is not working. A report of a flood on the road south of Frogbury Cross was not investigated by a site visit till 6 weeks later, by which time the flood had gone!! Despite site visits with the then DCC Councillor and the DCC Highways officer nothing has significantly changed
Lack of repairs on the road from Hobby Moor cross to the village where the road has collapsed. Warning barriers have been there for many months with no work being done.
Cllr Keable explained that DCC is trying to improve the system of reporting and managing repairs. all reports will be triaged by an officer with a proper audit trail to ensure work is followed up.
On the topic of poorly done repairs which fail soon after being done he replied this was because of poorly worded contracts with the contractors which allow this to occur.

It was noted that work will be carried out on roads in the village in   and it is hoped that the replacement of power poles will be carried out at the same time to minimise road closures. These power poles are stopping the installation of super-fast broad band in the village area.

Where vegetation is causing safety issue as it blocks sight lines this can be reported DCC website and councillors were encouraged to do this.

The Parish Council agreed to arrange for a surgery be held with DCC Officers and DCC Councillor Steve Keable which will be on Monday June 16th.

	2025/6-15
	Planning
	The Parish Council agreed to give wholehearted support to the replacement of the old garage by the green with a storage hut by the Village Hall Committee.

Three Councillors will undertake a site visit on May 16th at C&R construction to see exactly what retrospective planning permission is being sought for. They will report to the Parish Council via email and a decision on what comments to make will be made after that.

	2025/6-16
	Councillor’s reports
	Cllr Steve Keable spoke to his report he had sent out earlier. Ther is some concern that the proposed re-organisation of local government will reduce democratic accountability by reducing the number of councillors for a specific area. It might also lead to mor work being delegated to Parish Councils. Which will have implications for staff costs and volunteers’ time. At present no Parish Councillor claims any expenses for their time , but if they are asked to give more time to do more work this may change.

John Quick queried the claim by some parishioners that the leak on Church Lane just by the salt bin was caused by lorries as it appeared to be at the side of the road. It was reported that local residents had seen the repair, and it may not have been done in such a way as to give the broken pipe sufficient support underneath it. The current leak is believed to from a stopcock.

AG asked the Clerk to write to Graham Nott thanking him for the use of his field for the VE Day beacon lighting ceremony.

	2025/6-17
	Date of next meetings
	To confirm the date of the next meetings as July 17th September 18th and November 20th 


The meeting closed at 21.35


Signed: 





