


Draft Minutes of Coldridge Parish Council Meeting 19.30 on Thursday January 15th 2026 
Present:  Councillors John Smith, (Acting Chairman) Marion Born, John Quick,  Malcolm Bedford,  Chris Burrows & Ivan Kriznik
Clerk Keyth Richardson 
DCC Councillor Steve Keable, 
Apologies: Cllr Andrew Green
Open Forum  
4 members of the public attended.
Two of the residents complained about the office block at C&R Construction, which is the subject of a retrospective planning application.

 (C & R Construction Ltd Coldridge Crediton Devon EX17 6AS
Ref. No: 25/00547/FULL | Validated: Tue 15 Apr 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision) 

They appeared to think that the Parish Council had some power and authority over this issue, which it does not. Cllr John Smith reported back on the site meeting between MDDC Planners and C&R Construction  at which he, Cllr Andrew Green and Cllr Malcolm Bedford were invited as observers. He reported that he believed there was some sympathy from the Planning Officers for the Parish Councils position as recorded at  Comments for Planning Application 25/00547/FULL
He understood two containers would be removed, the red facia board would be repainted green, and some trees would be planted on Devon hedge to screen the site from Donkey Cottage.
This did not meet the objections of the residents who queried why they had not been invited to the site meeting. The reasons were explained by John Smith which was that the meeting was between C&R Construction and the Planning Officers, it was not a public meeting, and he re-iterated that the three Parish Councillors were there as observers, not participants. One resident then accused the Parish Council of being in bed with C&R Construction. The Clerk told the resident this was very offensive and that the residents need to keep on with their dialogue with MDDC planners, and the Planning Committee. The resident then replied he found the Clerks comments offensive.

Concerns about potholes were raised, and the Chairman explained this would be coming up later in the meeting, under Highways, and that if was possible that members of the public would be allowed to speak on this.
John Smith then closed the Open Forum, inviting all residents to stay for the whole meeting. Three chose to leave. This planning application is still to be decided. 
The Parish Council meeting started at 19:50

	Minute ref
	topic
	details
	Action

	2025/6-61
	Welcome by Chairman
	John Smith welcomed all to the meeting 
	

	2025/6-62
	Recording of meetings
	no-one was recording the meeting
	

	2025/6-65
	Apologies 
	Andrew Green
	

	2025/6-64
	Declarations of interest
	none
	

	2025/6-65
	To approve the minutes of the last meeting,
	The minutes of the meeting on November 20th 2025, were approved and signed.
	

	2025/6-66

	Matter arising 
	Requests for Parish First aiders and First responders had had no responses 
One suggestion had been received for the phone box, to install a library which would be open all the time.
This to be mentioned in the next Coldridge Calendar.
PROW officer informed of blocked footpath number 4,  W251909380
Dog fouling reported on 22 Nov ref FYGPWC

	



 JS

	2025/6-67
	IT and Data Protection Policies
	The IT policy was agreed.
The Data Protection Policy had one change, in para 2 line 3 “does not apply” was removed and “also applies” was added.
Clerk to circulate the revised policy
	


KR

	2025/6-68
	Finance
	The following payment were agreed.  Proposed by Malcolm Bedford, seconded by John Smith.
Village hall invoice 1115                                       £24.00 paid Dec 16th 
H Smith grass cutting                                          £250.00
Allerbridge Chapel graveyard                              £350.00
Clerks’ wages gross                                              £421.75                              
NIC on the above                                                       £0.71
Clerk’s expenses  signs for defib                              £8.57
New laptop                                                              £194.49
Microsoft 365                                                            £84.99	   
Crediton community Transport 		£200
Grant to Village Hall Cttee for storage barn 	£500

A slightly revised budget was approved, copy attached at the end of the minutes.

	KR

	2025/6-69
	Highways
	MDDC Councillor Steve Keable gave a full, comprehensive and interesting report. He spent 6 hours with MDDC Highways Officer dealing with problems in his MDDC ward, but unfortunately Coldridge had not been covered, and will be covered on 6th Feb. SK thanked IK for his long list of issues, and IK will be adding to this in the next few days.
Many of these issues have been outstanding for years.SK explained that due to decisions made in 2014, when DCC agreed to a poor contract. This included not clearing vegetation from the edge of roads, which has led to surface degradation and poor drainage, and the impossibility of defining a pothole. This has been coupled with 10- 15 years of underfunding as money has been diverted to health issues, so there is a huge backlog of work.

In response to a question, SK explained that when road surfaces are marked up the data is held on computer, and even though the work may not be done immediately, the survey work is retained.

When reporting issues on the DCC Highways website , or direct to an officer or MDDC Councillor please can Waht3Words be used as this is very helpful when working in an office environment.

In summary road from Nymet Rowland to Allerbridge to be closed for up to 5 days for repairs to deal with water damage from the spring. This will be contract with Kennford tarmac, who are not the main contactor but who have a better reputation than the main contractor. The B3220 will also be patched from Allerbridge to Morchard Road.

The Boniface Trail, a cycle and pedestrian route from Crediton to Exeter may lead to improvements to the A377, and MDDC is likely to be pushing for continued improvements to capacity and train frequency on the Tarka Line, some of which may also improve road conditions, especially with regard to reducing flooding.


	All councillors

	2025/6-70
	Planning
	Application ref 25/01482/PNCOU MDDC have refused prior approval for this development. This site is still the subject of an on-going enforcement issue.

25/01632/PNAG|Prior Approval for the excavation of lagoon to store whey washings as a soil improver at Manns Newton
This seems to be on hold for 5 months and appears to be part of a larger plan

	

	2025/6 -71
	Councillor’s reports
	MB Frogbury Cross drains are unable to cope with periods of heavy rainfall, although they do clear in time
JQ asked for the frequency of drain clearance, and this ranges from 1 – 3 years. He informed the meeting that rainwater and sewage are flowing towards a blocked drain at Gilscott. 
The clerk was asked to re-send the link to the DCC Highways “Report a problem” so this issue can be logged .
	




KR

	2025/6-72
	Date of next meeting
	Date of next meetings in 2026: Mar 19, May 14, July 16, Sept 17, Nov 19  
	


The meeting closed at 20:31
Signed:


	Coldridge Parish Council Budget 2026/27 
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	2024/25
	Variance
	2025/26
	2026/27

	Income
	Budget 
	Actual
	 
	Budget 
	to date
	forecast
	Budget 

	Precept
	5000
	5000
	 
	6000
	6000
	6000
	6000

	VAT  refund
	0
	198
	198.00
	50
	0
	60
	50

	Interest on bank account
	4
	4
	0.00
	5
	3
	5
	4

	unpresented cheque from 2023/24
	 
	39
	39.00
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total 
	5004
	5241
	237.00
	6055
	6003
	6065
	6054

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Administration costs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Insurance
	240
	286
	46.00
	300
	277
	277
	300

	Clerks wages
	1700
	2229
	529.00
	1700
	1250
	2300
	2300

	Clerks National Insurance
	0
	0
	0.00
	0
	100
	150
	150

	Clerk/parish expenses
	60
	400
	340.00
	250
	50
	150
	250

	DALC annual fee
	130
	131
	1.00
	180
	156
	156
	180

	Hall hire
	73
	96
	23.00
	84
	72
	108
	108

	Parish online 
	0
	215
	215.00
	315
	0
	315
	380

	DALC conference & training fees
	300
	100
	200.00
	120
	60
	120
	120

	Total
	2503
	3457
	954.00
	2949
	1965
	3576
	3788

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Parish costs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Grass cutting H Smith
	220
	220
	0.00
	250
	0
	250
	250

	Mower service
	140
	153
	13.00
	140
	0
	140
	140

	Clock winding
	60
	0
	60.00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Clock Service Cumbria Clock Co.
	200
	198
	2.00
	200
	195
	195
	200

	Christmas tree & lights
	0
	25
	25.00
	0
	0
	0
	25

	asset maintenace
	0
	0
	0.00
	0
	56
	56
	80

	St Matthews graveyard 
	450
	200
	250.00
	200
	0
	0
	0

	Allerbridge chapel graveyard 
	350
	350
	0.00
	350
	0
	0
	350

	Total
	1420
	1146
	-274
	1140
	251
	641
	1045

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Grants
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Crediton Community Transport 
	200
	200
	0.00
	200
	0
	200
	200

	Jays Aim
	25
	0
	25.00
	25
	50
	50
	25

	Village hall for the new store
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	500
	500

	Total
	225
	200
	-25
	225
	50
	750
	725

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total of normal expenditure
	4148
	4803
	655.00
	4314
	2266
	4967
	5558

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Excess of income over normal expenditure
	856
	438
	418.00
	1741
	3737
	1098
	496

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Exceptional expenditure
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	election costs
	0
	0
	0.00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	defib pads
	0
	270
	270.00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	light in East leigh phonebox
	0
	85
	85.00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	VE Day and/or VJ Day
	 
	190
	190.00
	200
	109
	109
	0

	Total
	0
	545
	545.00
	200
	109
	109
	0

	Total Surplus
	856
	-107
	963.00
	1541
	3628
	989
	496

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	2024/25
	 
	2025/26
	2026/27

	Bank balances at end of year
	Budget
	Actual
	 
	Budget
	to date
	forecast
	Budget

	current account
	3018
	2267
	751.25
	3808
	5777
	2000
	2824

	saving account
	325
	324.73
	0.27
	325
	327
	328
	330

	Total
	3343
	2591.48
	751.52
	4132.8
	6104
	2328
	3154

	Assets
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	computer and software
	290
	290
	0.00
	290
	290
	290
	290

	printer
	208
	208
	0.00
	208
	208
	208
	208

	ride on mower
	1500
	1500
	0.00
	1500
	1500
	1500
	1500

	3 Noticeboards
	1010
	1010
	0.00
	1010
	1010
	1010
	1010

	East leigh phonebox
	1
	1
	0.00
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Village phonebox
	0
	0
	0.00
	0
	1
	1
	1

	Defibrillators
	2194
	2194
	0.00
	2194
	2194
	2194
	2194

	Total
	5203
	5203
	0.00
	5203
	5204
	5204
	5204

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	





















	Coldridge Parish Council Budget 2026/27  variances in red indicate an underspend
	

	 
	2024/25
	Variance
	2025/26
	2026/27

	Income
	Budget 
	Actual
	 
	Budget 
	to date
	forecast
	Budget 

	Precept
	5000
	5000
	 
	6000
	6000
	6000
	6000

	VAT  refund
	0
	198
	198.00
	50
	0
	60
	50

	Interest on bank account
	4
	4
	0.00
	5
	3
	5
	4

	unpresented cheque  2023/24
	 
	39
	39.00
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total 
	5004
	5241
	237.00
	6055
	6003
	6065
	6054

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Administration costs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Insurance
	240
	286
	46.00
	300
	277
	277
	300

	Clerks wages
	1700
	2229
	529.00
	1700
	1250
	2300
	2300

	Clerks National Insurance
	0
	0
	0.00
	0
	100
	150
	150

	Clerk/parish expenses
	60
	400
	340.00
	250
	50
	150
	250

	DALC annual fee
	130
	131
	1.00
	180
	156
	156
	180

	Hall hire
	73
	96
	23.00
	84
	72
	108
	108

	Parish online 
	0
	215
	215.00
	315
	0
	315
	380

	DALC conference & training fees
	300
	100
	200.00
	120
	60
	120
	120

	Total
	2503
	3457
	954.00
	2949
	1965
	3576
	3788

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Parish costs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Grass cutting H Smith
	220
	220
	0.00
	250
	0
	250
	250

	Mower service
	140
	153
	13.00
	140
	0
	140
	140

	Clock winding
	60
	0
	60.00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Clock Service Cumbria Clock Co.
	200
	198
	2.00
	200
	195
	195
	200

	Christmas tree & lights
	0
	25
	25.00
	0
	0
	0
	25

	asset maintenance
	0
	0
	0.00
	0
	56
	56
	80

	St Matthews graveyard 
	450
	200
	250.00
	200
	0
	0
	0

	Allerbridge chapel graveyard 
	350
	350
	0.00
	350
	0
	0
	350

	Total
	1420
	1146
	-274
	1140
	251
	641
	1045

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Grants
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Crediton Community Transport 
	200
	200
	0.00
	200
	0
	200
	200

	Jays Aim
	25
	0
	25.00
	25
	50
	50
	25

	Village hall for the new store
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	500
	500

	Total
	225
	200
	-25
	225
	50
	750
	725

	Total of normal expenditure
	4148
	4803
	655.00
	4314
	2266
	4967
	5558

	Excess of income over normal expenditure
	856
	438
	418.00
	1741
	3737
	1098
	496

	Exceptional expenditure
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	election costs
	0
	0
	0.00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	defib pads
	0
	270
	270.00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	light in East leigh phonebox
	0
	85
	85.00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	VE Day and/or VJ Day
	 
	190
	190.00
	200
	109
	109
	0

	Total
	0
	545
	545.00
	200
	109
	109
	0

	Total Surplus
	856
	-107
	963.00
	1541
	3628
	989
	496

	 
	2024/25
	 
	2025/26
	2026/27

	Bank balances at end of year
	Budget
	Actual
	 
	Budget
	to date
	forecast
	Budget

	current account
	3018
	2267
	751.25
	3808
	5777
	2000
	2824

	saving account
	325
	324.73
	0.27
	325
	327
	328
	330

	Total
	3343
	2591.48
	751.52
	4132.75
	6104
	2328
	3154

	Assets
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	computer and software
	290
	290
	0.00
	290
	290
	290
	290

	printer
	208
	208
	0.00
	208
	208
	208
	208

	ride on mower
	1500
	1500
	0.00
	1500
	1500
	1500
	1500

	3 Noticeboards
	1010
	1010
	0.00
	1010
	1010
	1010
	1010

	East leigh phonebox
	1
	1
	0.00
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Village phonebox
	0
	0
	0.00
	0
	1
	1
	1

	Defibrillators
	2194
	2194
	0.00
	2194
	2194
	2194
	2194

	Total
	5203
	5203
	0.00
	5203
	5204
	5204
	5204






