Minutes of Coldridge Parish Council Meeting 19.30 on Thursday march 19th 2026 
Present:  Councillors Andrew Green, (chairman) John Smith, Marion Born, John Quick, Malcolm Bedford,  Chris Burrows & Ivan Kriznik
Clerk Keyth Richardson 
DCC Councillor Steve Keable, 
Apologies: none from MDDC Councillors 
Open Forum  
2 members of the public attended. 
One person advised the meeting that the BT Open Reach vouchers were being renewed automatically as there are 2 poles which need renewing before some parts of the village can have their full fibre installed.
There was a discussion on the next staps to take with regards to Coldridge’s resilience planning, in the light of some grants being available to communities. This is a topic which Ivan Kriznik has taken a lead on, he has further meetings to attend and will give a report indicating any proposed action to the taken by the parish council. Dolton PC have started the process, but there has been less enthusiasm from Winkleigh PC. Steve Keable said this was the best ever initiative he has seen on this issue. 
It was reported that the highway from East Leigh running up towards Manns Newton is in a very poor state, mainly due to the lack of maintenance of the drains and drainage ditches. 

The Parish Council meeting started at 19:50

	Minute ref
	topic
	details
	Action

	2025/6- 73
	Welcome by Chairman
	Andrew Green welcomed all to the meeting 
	

	2025/6-74
	Recording of meetings
	no-one was recording the meeting
	

	2025/6-75
	Apologies 
	none
	

	2025/6-76
	Declarations of interest
	none
	

	2025/6-77
	To approve the minutes of the last meeting,
	The minutes of the meetings January 15th 2026 and February 4th 2026 were approved and signed.
	

	2025/6-78
	Matters arising 
	None 
	

	2025/6-79
	Finance
	The following payment were agreed.  Proposed by Marion Born, seconded by John Quick
Clerks’ wages gross                                              £453.91                              
Estimated NIC on the above                                £5.00
	

	2025/6-80
	Highways
	As noted at the previous meeting Ivan Kriznik is continuing to keep a running spreadsheet of reported highways issues and any actions taken to resolve them by DCC. 
In many cases DCC agree that the highway is not up to standard but the official policy is that they are not going to do anything about it at present.
On a recent site visit to the road from Farleys Grave to Titterton and on to Bondleigh he spoke to some horse riders, who say that a pothole as small as 20mm deep filled with water can be injurious to horse, causing a broken leg.
Councillors gave verbatim reports of supposed repairs lasting only 4 weeks
It was noted that much of the problems on the highways is caused by poor drainage form land alongside the highway, and that it is the landowner’s responsibility to prevent water from their land running onto the public highways and thereby causing damage. It appears their legal responsibility is not being enforced by DCC
Questions were raised over the quality of the work carried out by contractors and DCC apparently not scrutinising the work or enforcing remedies when work is substandard. 
The Parish Council  know that trying to carry out road repairs in the winter months is not good practice and ask DCC why this is still being done

The meeting expressed thanks to Ivan and Steve for their on-going work on highways
	

	2025/6-70
	Planning
	It was noted that C&R Construction have been granted planning permission and That Green Acres Farm have lodged an appeal against the MDDC decision not to allow a barn to be converted.
	

	2025/6 -71
	Councillor’s reports
	The Council asked the clerk to obtain a quote for moving the de-fib from the village hall to the phone box.
John Quick reported a finger post had fallen off, Chris Burows will retrieve it. Missing finger boards can be reported to DCC Highways but following information from several years ago they are not seen as priority. Coldridge Parish Council may wish to look at replacing missing finger board, including at Hobby Moor Cross, which has gone for the 3rd time.
Chris Burrows asked about removing mud from ditches and was told it should be put back into the hedge within 200 metres of it being removed.

Marion Born reported Frogbury Cross drains are unable to cope with periods of heavy rainfall, and appear to have been blocked by tractors having to drive close to the banks to avoid the large numbers of parked cars

Steve Keable spoke about the DCC Budget highlights he had previously circulated, including increasing spending on highways, support for upgrades to the Tarka Line to cope with increased traffic, and the possibility of Parish Councils accessing match funding to resolve local highway issues, quite separate from the Road Warden scheme, which Coldridge Parish Council had decided not to join. There is also an increase in funding to monitor the Highways contractor (Mgroup)

.
	KR


All to consider

	2025/6-72
	Date of next meeting
	Date of next meetings in 2026: May 14, July 16, Sept 17, Nov 19  
	


The meeting closed at 20:50
Signed:

