


Minutes of Coldridge Parish Council Meeting 20.40 on Thursday May 14th  2026 
Present:  Councillors Andrew Green, (chairman) John Smith, Marion Born, John Quick, Malcolm Bedford,  Chris Burrows & Ivan Kriznik
Clerk Keyth Richardson 
DCC Councillor Steve Keable, 
Apologies: none from MDDC Councillors 
 1 member of the public attended. 


	Minute ref
	topic
	details
	Action

	2026/7 17
	Welcome by Chairman
	Andrew Green welcomed all to the meeting 
	

	2026/7 18
	Recording of meetings
	no-one was recording the meeting
	

	2026/7 19
	Apologies 
	none
	

	2026/7 20
	Declarations of interest
	none
	

	2026/7 21
	Election of chairman
	Andrew Green nominated by John Smith, seconded by Chris Burrows. Elected unanimously
	

	2026/7 22
	Election of Vice-Chairman
	John Smith Nominated by Chris Burrows, seconded by Marion Born. Elected unanimously
	

	2026/7 23
	To approve the minutes of the last meeting,
	The minutes of the meeting on Marc 19th were approved and signed.
	

	2026/7 24
	Matters arising 
	None 
	

	2026/7 25
	End of year accounts and reports for AGAR
	The following were agreed and signed as part of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return [AGAR] 2025/6

The Certificate of Exemption 
Annual Governance Statement for 2025/6 
Accounting Statements of the Annual Return for 2025/6

	

	2026/7 26
	To select up to two representatives for the Village Hall Committee
	Chris Burrows and Keyth Richardson were selected, with Keyth’s position on the VHC finishing at the same time as his role on the PC
	

	2026/7 27
	Clerks Progress report for information  
	Nothing to report
	

	2026/7 28
	Finance
	The following payment were agreed.  Proposed by Marion Born, seconded by John Quick
a. Clerk’s wages £395.48
b. Clerks back holiday pay £352.84
c. Clerk’s expenses £2.25
d. DALC payment of £156.40  
e. Ecclesiastical Insurance  £277.00
f. Grant to village hall for storage barn £500
	

	2026/7 29
	Report from Steve Keable
	DCC is fairly quiet at the moment. Upcoming topics will be the revision to Planning and Building Control, a new process for creating the Local plan, which will involve consultation with Parish Councils from 26 May to 10 June, which may require the PC to meet to discuss this. There will be further consultations in Feb/Mar 2027 prior to implementation in 2028. This local plan will lay out zoning for housing and employment and as the UK Government has set new and higher targets for house building of around 3000 homes in villages in Mid-Devon it averages at 136 per village.(This is more than the current number of homes in Coldridge Village.)
Even when or if the new unitary authority is in place (LGR) it will inherit this new plan and will implement it. Decision on the LGR is due on 8th July.

Steve also thanked Ivan Kriznik and Malcolm Bedford for the time spent with himself and Steve Tucker which created a deeper understanding of the issues involved.
	

	2026/7 30
	Highways
	Following on from the above Ivan reported on the travelling meeting on 17th April, which over the course of 2½ hours literally covered much ground.
There are currently 35 items on Ivan’s register, 8 completed, 17 ongoing, 8 rejected, including the sumpbuster in West Leigh, and 2 need we weather for inspection as they relate to overflowing drains.

Steps are being taken with the owner of Long Parks to resolve the failed gully, and Ivan has asked for repairs to The Square prior to the Fete

Steve added that the trial of repairing any pothole with 500m of a reported one was completed and being reviewed and it was likely to lead to a further trial.

	

	2026/7 31
	Planning
	Nothing to report
	

	2026/7 32
	Councillor’s reports
	John Smith reported he was still the Councillor Advocate and attended meetings with the Police and Crime Commissioner. There is likely to be a re-organisation of Police Forces into larger units, and the office of PCC is being abolished, which he felt was wrong as the current one had made some improvement to the service provided.
Chris Burrows has the missing finger board and will replace it once he has been able to repair it. He wondered if the closure of fire Stations in Dorset was an indication of what may happen to D&S Fire Service.
Malcolm Bedford had found the highways meting very helpful
Ivan Krisnik had spent some time on Resilience Planning, and asked for this topic to be on the next agenda. The whole issue of emergency planning is not a one size fits all, and includes personal emergency planning (what happens if your house catches fire/?) as well as community including floods, fire  and supporting vulnerable residents. He hopes to get more information from Lewis Dyson MDDC Resilience Officer and it was agreed a [public meeting at some time needs to be held.

	

	2025/6-33
	Date of next meeting
	Date of next meetings in 2026: July 16, Sept 17, Nov 19  
	


The meeting closed at 20:50
Signed:




